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In the pages which follow, it has been my object, first, to
tell the story of the peace negotiations of Brest-Litovsk and
of Soviet-German relations up to their rupture in November
1918 ; secondly, I have aimed at explaining the motives
behind the diplomatic moves made by either side; and
thirdly, I have endeavoured to establish the very prominent
place which the Forgotten Peace holds in world history.

I have used the official documents published by the
Governments concerned, together with the contemporary
press of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia, and of
certain Allied countries, and, in addition, the diaries,
memoirs, and biographies of the principal actors in the
drama. But I have also tried to supplement the written
word by personal conversation with all those participants
in the story of Brest-Litovsk who were still alive. With the
exception of Joffe, on the side of the Soviets, and Dr. von
Rosenberg on that of the Central Powers (both of whom
died before I had an opportunity of meeting them), I have
been able to discuss the treaty with almost all the
leading figures both at the Conference and in the various
capitals; with members of the Russian Provisional Govern-
ments, and of the Rada and Skoropadsky Ukrainian
regimes ; with officers of the former German and Austrian
High Commands, and also with a number of those who
played less prominent roles, but who have since risen to
positions of importance in the services of their countries.

My researches involved numerous visits to Germany,
Austria, the U.S.S.R., and further afield, and have left
me with many pleasant recollections: conversations with
Baron von Kiihlmann, a memorable walk with Karl Radek
in the woods outside Moscow, and one unforgettable after-
noon with Trotsky in Mexico City; to all those who gave
me the benefit of their recollections I am deeply grateful.
I have thought it wise to refrain from mentioning by name
those to whom my thanks are due for assistance given me
in Germany and Russia, where, despite much advertised